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Preface
Between June 23 and 27, 1985, some 40 investigators from various universities and
laboratories around the world met in New Haven to participate in a Symposium on
Current Problems in Thermal Physiology. The Symposium was hosted by the John B.
Pierce Foundation Laboratory and Yale University School of Medicine, and its aim
was to present a forum for these scientists working in the broad area of thermal and
circulatory physiology, to meet and discuss, in some depth, six pre-chosen topics which
currently engender controversy and debate in the scientific literature. Each of the six
topics was dealtwith in a separate scientificsession, and thetopicwas addressed bytwo
proponents and two opponents, each ofwhom attempted to present the most solid case
possible, for or against the issue being debated. Each debate was moderated by a
chairman, and twodiscussants led anopen forumtodiscuss the ideas and pointsofview
put forward by the presenters. The results of these six sessions are contained in these
two issues of The Yale Journal ofBiology and Medicine, including the presentations
delivered by the 24 proponents and opponents and summaries of the discussions that
transpired during the six scientific sessions.
We wish to acknowledge several agencies whose generous support made this
symposium possible. Major financial support was provided by the National Institutes
of Health, the Office of Naval Research, the Air Force Office ofScientific Research,
and the John B. Pierce Foundation, Inc. For this support we are extremely grateful.
The staff of the John B. Pierce Foundation Laboratory contributed much time and
effort in the organization of the symposium. We wish to especially thank David
Barboza, Steven Shimada, and Gary Mack for contributions beyond the call ofduty.
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